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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 12567 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: BENAZIR BHUTTO'S HOUSE ARREST EXTENDED 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 12337 (B) ISLAMABAD 12306 

1 . THE MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION (MLA) HAS EXTENDED THE 
PERIOD OF BENAZIR BHUTTO'S HOUSE ARREST UNTIL JANUARY 10, 

1978. THIS MOVE IS CLEARLY INTENDED TO KEEP THE FORMER 
PM S DAUGHTER, AN EFFECTIVE ORATOR AND PEPPERY DEFENDER OF 
HER FATHER, OFF THE PODIUM AND OUT OF THE STREETS UNTIL 
AFTER THE "DEMOCRACY DAY" ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED BY THE PAKISTAN 
PEOPLE S PARTY FOR JANUARY 5. 
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2. THE COUNTRY HAS REMAINED GENERALLY CALM AND FREE FROM 
VIOLENCE, EVEN DURING LAST WEEK'S MUHARRAM FESTIVITIES. 
SMALL-SCALE DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE AND BEEN 
DISPERSED PEACEFULLY IN SEVERAL CITIES. TYPICAL IS A 
PRO-PPP WOMEN'S PROCESSION TAKEN OUT IN LAHORE ON DECEMBER 26. 
THE WOMEN QUICKLY DISPERSED WHEN CONFRONTED BY POLICE, 
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ALTHOUGH PAKISTAN RADIO REPORTS TODAY THAT SOME OF THE 
DEMONSTRATORS MAY BE CHARGED AND ARRESTED. SHOWING BOTH 
A CARROT AND A STICK APPROACH TO PUBLIC ORDER. THE MLA 
DECEMBER 26 RELEASED 30 PPP WORKERS WHO HAD BEEN ARRESTED 
IN PINDI LAST WEEK IN CONNECTION WITH A PRO-BHUTTO 
DEMONSTRATION. 

3. BEGUM BHUTTO, THE FORMER PM'S WIFE, IS SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN A SPEAKING TOUR OF THE NORTHWEST FRONTIER ON 
DECEMBER 28. HER APPEARANCE AND SPEECHES MAY PROVIDE THE 
MLA WITH AN OPPORTUNITY-IN THE INTERESTS OF "PUBLIC 
SAFETY" AND "PUBLIC ORDER"- TO TAKE THE BEGUM INTO 
CUSTODY BEFORE JANUARY 5. 

HUMMEL 
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